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Stainless steel is a term covering more than fifty alloys of steel, all 
with chromium and additives to counteract the rusting of iron, the 
basic mineral in steel. Many of the stainless varieties are alloyed for 
specific qualities that are not pertinent to the manufacture of 
washroom accessories and cabinets. For this purpose, three types 
are in general use: type 304, type 302 and type 430.

300 Series: All A.I.S.I. types designated 3 – – (S.A.E. numbers
303 – –) contain chromium and nickel. These are the two elements 
that are deposited on vulnerable metal surfaces by the process of 
chrome plating. The effect of chromium and nickel together is 
synergic. In 300 Series steel, the corrosion resistant elements are 
integral, not just a coating.

Type 302 was generally used until about 20 years ago when type 
304, an improved version, was developed. While both are in the 
nominal 18-8 family, type 304 contains 18-20% chromium, while 
type 302 allowed 17-19%. Nickel is 8-10% in type 302, 8-12% in 
type 304. Corrosion resistance is correspondingly stronger in type 
304. Further, carbon was reduced from 15% in type 302 to .08% in 
type 304. Lower carbon content means that parts can be welded 
without impairing the corrosion resistance of the material adjacent 
to the weld.

400 Series: Washroom equipment is normally A.I.S.I. type 430 
(S.A.E. number 51430) that has 14-18% chromium, no nickel at all, 
and .12% carbon content. Type 430 is more corrosion prone than 
type 304, particularly vulnerable at welds. Its only virtue is cost 
savings to the manufacturer.

Effects of different composition are shown in a Corrosion Guide 
issued by H.M. Harper Co., rating resistance of various metals and 
alloys to corrosion from 140 chemicals. Stainless steel types 304 
and 302 scored 88 excellents and 12 poors; type 430, 66 
excellents and 30 poors. The remaining scores were split into good 
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REPLACEMENT SPINDLES

B-273  
B-2730  
B-274  
B-2740  
B-27460  
B-2746

B-2888 Surface mounted (shown) for 2 rolls, 2 spindles
B-3888 Recessed for 2 rolls, 2 spindles
B-4288 Contura Surface-Mounted for 2 rolls, 2 spindles
B-4388 Contura recessed for 2 rolls, 2 spindles

B-685, B-6857

B-686, B-6867,
B-699, B-6997

B-6999, B-69997

B-273

Part No. 4288-9

Part No. 283-504 (Chrome Plated)

B-2888

B-685

Part No. 283-604

NOTE: The units that are designed for controlled
delivery use the same spindle as those without
this feature. Changing the spindle does not
change the unit to controlled or non-controlled.

Part No. 273-103

THEFT-RESISTANT SPINDLE

Molded plastic spindle with concealed locking feature available as an option for Bobrick 
surface-mounted and recessed toilet paper holders; removable with special key furnished; 
prevents theft. (includes BobKey)

NOTE: Theft-resistant spindle(s) is(are) interchangeable on all models which use the 
283-504 chrome-plated plastic spindle and the brass-plated plastic spindle.
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